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that certain administrations, in spite of the decrees of
their ministers, continued to use white lead by simply
calling it white zinc.
The question was developed by three deputies in
succession, and at great length, to whom the Minister
of Commerce replied :
"The question of law, which consists in discussing
what should be the limits of a decree issued in regard
to white lead, has not been raised, nor do I intend to
raise it. I simply recall to mind that the rights of the
Executive Government are, in this matter, very extensive,
that the Court of Cassation has recognised on several
occasions the right of the municipal authority to prohibit
the use of certain materials, and that, in execution of the
Act of iQth July 1845, on the sale of poisonous substances,
an order of 1846 was issued, absolutely forbidding the
use of arsenic and its compounds for certain determined
uses. I will not draw from these facts the conclusion
which it would be easy to deduce therefrom, and here is
the reason: it is, that the question is now under ex-
amination ; it is, that the Act of 1893 prescribes that the
Minister of Commerce is not to issue, in this matter, a
regulation of the public administration, except after the
advice of the Consultative Committee of Arts and Manu-
factures and the Council of State. I have sent the
scheme of the decree of the Commission of Industrial
Hygiene before the Consultative Committee. It will after-
wards go before the Council of State. I do not intend by
that in any way to diminish the responsibility of the
Minister, who will finally have to come to a decision. I
simply wish, in conclusion, to assure the Chamber that,
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